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Pray Without Ceasing: Sample Liturgy Sixteen (August 14-20)
Please see Notes on Sample Liturgies in Worship Resources for important information
(An excellent resource for daily prayer is ELCA Prayer Ventures.)
Today’s sample liturgy follows a specific theme. If this theme is not appropriate for your community at this time, please use another format of your choosing or use a prior liturgy 

The social statement, Faith and Civic Life: Seeking the Well-being of All was approved at the ELCA Churchwide Assembly on August 1, 2025. As we continue to pray without ceasing for our world and the “well-being of all,” we encourage you to consult this remarkable document. The preliminary Executive Summary is a good place to start. 

This week’s prayer liturgy springs from the statement’s concern about polarization in our national discourse; noting that a “contemporary hindrance to healthy civic life in the United States at this time is hyperpartisan polarization.” Such polarization “undercuts the search for collaborative solutions and significantly damages individuals and the social fabric.” (emphasis added).

We pray today for wisdom and courage to “speak the truth in love.” (Ephesians 4:15). It is hard to hold both truth and love together. Sometimes we fail to speak in love; sometimes we lack courage to speak truth. 

OPENING PRAYER
O God of steadfast love, you are near to those who call, to all who cry out to you for help. Hear our cries and save us, grant to us your grace and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior, Amen.

SONG
Will You Let Me be Your Servant		Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) 659

WORD     	
Psalm 32									ELW 32
(Psalm from Daily Lectionary for the Week of August 14 -20, Year C, ELW p. 1148)  
Ephesians 4:11-16

SONG	
Ubi Caritas				 					ELW 642

PRAYERS	

TIME FOR SHARING OUR PERSONAL STORIES
Invite participants to share stories about experiences or relationships where they struggle to both be clear in sharing their own story/truth/position while being respectful in listening to the story/truth/position of another.
After 10-15 minutes of sharing, invite the offering of extemporaneous prayer petitions. You may conclude using the three prayers from our sibling communities of faith:
Prayer for Civility
God of all creation: everywhere we turn we see and hear the reminders of a world divided. Social media is full of heated debates and angry words. Help us remember that we are made in Your image. Guide our words towards civility and wisdom in discourse and discussion. Teach us as people of faith, to model love for our neighbors in all conversations, whether public or private. You have called us to be salt and light to our nation and to the world. Empower us to be peacemakers with our words. Amen  
Adapted from Prayer for Civility United Methodist Church

Prayer for Unity, to Overcome Division
Christ Jesus, who gave yourself for the good of all, we come before you as brothers and sisters
but we are divided and at times, even hostile--tearing one another down.
We approach the altar unworthily and ask for your forgiveness.
Move us, instead, towards encounter, listening, dialogue, reconciliation, 
And a commitment to build your kingdom for the good of all. 
Heal us, restore us, unite your divided family, Lord.
Through the power of the Eucharist, overcome our divisions.
Give us sincere hearts that make us open, not closed,
and willing to encounter, ready to listen.
In your broken body, given for all, may we find unity and peace in you. Amen.
Inspired by the reflections of Pope Benedict XVI in Sacramentum Caritatis (The Sacrament of Charity), no. 89.
Copyright © 2022, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. All rights reserved.  This text may be reproduced in whole or in part without alteration for nonprofit educational use, provided such reprints are not sold and include this notice.

Make Me an Instrument of Your Peace in My Words
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. Where uncivil words prevail, show me how to model love. Help me remember the God-given dignity of all and invite others to do the same. Show me how to build bridges and not walls and see first what unites us rather than how we diverge. Let me seek to understand before asking to be understood. Give me a listening heart filled with empathy and compassion. May I be clear in sharing my own position and respectful and civil in describing those of others. Let me never tolerate hateful ideas. May I invite all to charity and love. Lord, help me to imitate your compassion and mercy. Make me an instrument of your peace. Amen.
Inspired by Nine Rules for Civility from the Catholic Tradition, by Bishop Zubik.
Copyright © 2021, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington DC. All rights reserved.
This text may be reproduced in whole or in part without alteration for nonprofit educational use, provided such reprints are not sold and include this notice. Find this and other resources, a pledge, and prayers at civilizeit.org. #civilizeit

SENDING
Through prayer the Spirit draws us more deeply into the beauty and the suffering of the world. Following a song and a final time of silence we are sent, with Christ, to enter more fully into God’s love for and work in the world. This is our prayer “without ceasing.” 
SONG
Come Now, O Prince of Peace						ELW 247

BLESSING
Christ Jesus dwell in our hearts through faith, as we are being rooted and grounded in love, strengthened by the Spirit, and filled with all the fullness of God.
Amen.

Adapted from All Creation Sings, Service of Word and Prayer © 2020, Augsburg Fortress. From sundaysandseasons.com © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.


PRAY WITHOUT CEASING PARTICIPANTS MAY CONSIDER MAKING A SHARED COMMITMENT TO THIS (OR ANOTHER) PLEDGE 

“CIVILIZE IT: A BETTER KIND OF POLITICS: 
A pledge to seek truth, build bridges, and find solutions 
together that promote the common good.”
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops

Introduction:
Pope Francis wrote in Fratelli Tutti, we can seek “a better kind of politics, one truly at the service of the common good.” The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops encourages Christians to take the pledge below as a first step.
Charity
· To affirm through my words and actions the dignity of every person, each made in God’s image. Even those with whom I disagree are made in God’s image.
· To respectfully listen in order to understand experiences different from my own.
Clarity
· To engage in critical examination to ensure that my perspectives are rooted in truth, that my sources of information are unbiased, and that I do not open myself to manipulation by partisan interests.
· To form my conscience through prayerful reflection, study of scripture and church teaching, and guidance from reputable experts.
· To reflect on my own values and seek, with others, to identify shared values.
· To be open to the process of dialogue that can require change of perspective—my own and others’—in service to the inviolable dignity of all and the common good.
Creativity
· To be a bridgebuilder who participates in constructive dialogue based in shared values, a mutual exchange of gifts, and the humility to together seek the good.
· To see differences in perspective as opportunities for creative tension which can yield solutions for the common good.
· To work with others in order to identify creative solutions rooted in our shared values.
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