Pray Without Ceasing: Sample Liturgy Six
Festival of Pentecost - Week of June 4-June 11, 2025

The new Pray Without Ceasing Website was launched this week!
Share the website with all who gather for prayer this day: www.pray-without-ceasing.org 

OPENING PRAYER
After fifty days of Easter rejoicing, the church cries out:
Come, Holy Spirit!
All those living in resurrection light sing with joy:
Come, Holy Spirit!
All those dying under the weight of sin and grief plead:
Come, Holy Spirit!
Come, Holy Spirit: fill the hearts of your faithful people, and kindle in us the fire of your love.
And the people say, 
Amen! 

SONG         Every Time I Feel the Spirit	(sing refrain only, twice)			ACS 942

	Ev'ry time I feel the spirit moving in my heart, I will pray.
	Ev'ry time I feel the spirit moving in my heart, I will pray.

Prayer of the Day
Almighty and ever-living God, you fulfilled the promise of Easter by sending the gift of your Holy Spirit. Look upon your people gathered in prayer, open to receive the Spirit’s flame. May it come to rest in our hearts and heal the divisions of word and tongue, that with one voice and one song we may praise your name in joy and thanksgiving; through Jesus Christ, our Savior Amen.

WORD     	(Daily Lectionary Texts for the Week of Pentecost, Year C, ELW p. 1147)  
Psalm 68:1-10, 19-20							ELW 401
Gracious Spirit, Heed our Pleading (stanza 1 only) 

Matthew 9:2-8
		Spirit of Gentleness (refrain only)					ELW 396

PRAYERS    (An excellent resource for daily prayer is ELCA Prayer Ventures.)
	
[bookmark: _Hlk199314359]Sung Refrain: Veni Sancte Spiritus (Holy Spirit, Come to Us)				ELW 406
(Sung twice through at start, middle, and end of prayers)    	

Rejoicing in the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, uniting into one body peoples of every nation and tongue, let us  pray for the church, the world, and all those in need.

Gracious God, you sent your Spirit through the gifts of fire, wind, and word. As you equipped the disciples for their work, equip us to bring the good news to all. Bless the church throughout the world; help us to tear down the barriers we have erected; and make our welcome expansive, intentional, and open to loving challenge. 
God of grace,
Hear our prayer
We pray for creation. Allow fire to burn safely in habitats where it’s needed and quench flames when they threaten to run wild. Protect forests, prairies, and grasslands from destruction by natural forces or human misdeeds. Safeguard firefighters and rescuers in their dangerous work. God of grace,
Hear our prayer
We pray for our neighbors and siblings in Christ who languish in jails, prisons, correctional facilities or immigration detention centers, that the Spirit will inspire their faith and hope; and that they might access skilled legal, physical, spiritual, and emotional care.
God of grace,
Hear our prayer
Sung Refrain: Veni Sancte Spiritus (Holy Spirit, Come to Us)				ELW 406

We pray for the sick in body, mind, or spirit (especially). Lift up all who have been bowed low by circumstances or internal strife. Bring to wholeness those who cry out to you in need. 
God of grace,
Hear our prayer
Here other intercessions may be offered.
Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
Amen.
Sung Refrain: Veni Sancte Spiritus (Holy Spirit, Come to Us)				ELW 406

SENDING

Through prayer the Spirit draws us more deeply into the beauty and the suffering of the world. Following a song and blessing, we are sent, with Christ, to enter more fully into God’s love for and work in the world. This is our prayer “without ceasing.” 

SONG
Every Time I Feel the Spirit	(refrain only)					ACS 942

	Ev'ry time I feel the spirit moving in my heart, I will pray.
	Ev'ry time I feel the spirit moving in my heart, I will pray.

BLESSING (may wish to join hands)

May the Spirit of the living Christ
fill you with faith and trust,
burn in you with the fire of love,
enliven your bones, body, and mind,
and breathe through you the breath of life.
In the name of Jesus, our living Savior.
Amen.
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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