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Pray Without Ceasing: Sample Liturgy 19 (Sept 4 - 10)
Please see Notes on Sample Liturgies in Worship Resources for important information
(An excellent resource for sample prayers is ELCA Prayer Ventures.)
Today’s service is based on the Lord’s Prayer. We begin with a time to share our joys and thanksgivings followed by song of praise. We continue by sharing our concerns and praying for one another using  petitions of the Lord’s Prayer.

Introduction: God’s word, proclaimed and reflected upon, and the prayer it calls forth from those gathered, are the heart of this service. The Holy Spirit, who knows our needs, prays with and through us, and when we have no words, for us. Silence makes room to breathe deeply, time to still the heart and quiet restless thoughts, and a place to listen and rest in the presence of God, “like a child upon its mother’s breast” (Psalm 131:2). 

WELCOME 
OPENING PRAYER
L: Loving Creator God, you made us in your image. You call us into discipleship in Jesus Christ and empower us through the Holy Spirit. Let your loving kindness be upon us as we bring our prayers before you now. Amen. 
SONG		I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry 	       	ELW (Evangelical Lutheran Worship) 732
READING
Psalm 139: 1-6, 13-18								                 ELW 139
(Daily Lectionary Texts for the Week of Sept 4-10, Year C, ELW p. 1152)  

SHARING – FOR WHAT DO YOU GIVE THANKS TO GOD THIS WEEK? 
Devoting five minutes to this time, invite those gathered to share their thanksgivings.  
SONG 		     Thank you, Lord 					ACS (All Creation Sings) 1092
	1. Thank you, Lord, thank you, Lord, thank you, Lord, I just want to thank you, Lord.
	2. Been so good, been so good, been so good, I just want to thank you, Lord.
	3. Been my friend, been my friend, been my friend, I just want to thank you, Lord.
	4. Love you, Lord, love you, Lord, love you, Lord, I just want to thank you, Lord.
Text: Traditional, Public Domain
SHARING –  WHAT IS HEAVY ON YOUR HEART, AND FOR WHAT CONCERNS SHOULD WE PRAY?
Devoting ten minutes to this time, invite those gathered to share their concerns.  
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Petitions 1-3 (All)
Our Father, Our Mother in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Petition 4  (Pray for each person individually)

Give ________ all that she/he needs for this day. Especially I pray for: 

The leader begins by praying for the person on their left, using the words above and naming specific concerns that the person raised earlier, concluding with Amen. Continue in this fashion around the circle until all have been prayed for by name.  

Petitions 5-8 (All)

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

SONG			In My Life, Lord, Be Glorified						ELW 744
CLOSING PRAYER
Almighty God, we commend ourselves to your gracious care and keeping. Ground us day by day in your abiding grace; strengthen us in our trials and temptations; give us courage and wisdom to love our neighbor and seek justice and peace, and grant us a sense of your abiding presence through Jesus Christ, 
Amen.
BLESSING (may wish to join hands)
Christ Jesus dwell in our hearts through faith, as we are being rooted and grounded in love, strengthened by the Spirit, and filled with all the fullness of God. Amen.

Adapted from All Creation Sings, Service of Word and Prayer © 2020, Augsburg Fortress. From sundaysandseasons.com © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.




ELCA Prayer Ventures, September 4-10, 2025
Sept. 4 Give thanks for the faithful service and leadership of Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton. Pray that her faith, gifts and commitment will continue to inspire us to work for justice and peace, to love and serve our neighbors, and to share the good news of Jesus Christ in a world yearning for hope and renewal. 
5 “Praise the Lord! Happy are those who fear the Lord, who greatly delight in his commandments” (Psalm 112:1). Pray that we will find joy and guidance in the ways and commandments of God and be inspired by God’s wisdom, love for humanity and concern for those who suffer. 
6 The 2025 Churchwide Assembly has elected the Rev. Yehiel Curry to serve as the next presiding bishop of the ELCA. Pray that the Spirit will strengthen his faith, gifts and wisdom as he leads our church in its mission to share the good news of Jesus Christ, reflect God’s abundant love and mercy for the world, and serve our neighbors in need.
7 “God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday ELCA congregations join together today for our annual day of service, celebrating that we are freed in Christ to serve and love our neighbor. Pray for service activities around the country that unite people, ecumenical partners and community agencies as we serve our neighbors in need, strengthen our communities and demonstrate God’s love. 
8 Pray for the resolution of international conflicts that cause suffering, violence, mistrust, injustice, economic crises and political instability. Ask God to forgive us for sometimes playing a role in these conflicts, intentional or not. 
9 Pray for our missionaries in Latin America and the Caribbean and for the Young Adults in Global Mission volunteers serving in Mexico, Argentina and Uruguay, that the Spirit will nurture their faith as they accompany global companions in ministries that include education, immigration and pastoral leadership. 
10 Pray for faith in the ways and thoughts of God, which stretch beyond our comprehension and imagination yet stir awe and devotion.
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