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Pray Without Ceasing: Sample Liturgy 18 (August 28-Sept 3)
Please see Notes on Sample Liturgies in Worship Resources for important information
(An excellent resource for sample prayers is ELCA Prayer Ventures.)
As children, youth, and adults return to school, today’s sample liturgy focuses on education, specifically referring to the ELCA Social Statement:  Our Calling in Education
If this theme is not appropriate for your community at this time, please use another format of your choosing or use a prior liturgy 
WELCOME 
OPENING PRAYER
Gracious God, center us now in your presence as we lift up our hearts and lives up to you. You are near to all who call, to all who cry out to you for help. Hear our cries, our pleas for this beloved world, and grant us your wisdom, courage, and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior, Amen.
SONG		This Little Light of Mine	       		ELW (Evangelical Lutheran Worship) 677
READINGS
Psalm 119: 65-72								                 ELW 119
Quotes from Our Calling in Education, ELCA Social Statement
Invite participants to read one paragraph, passing the bulletin to each
Martin Luther on Education: “A city’s best and greatest welfare, safety, and strength consist in its having many able, learned, wise, honorable, and well-educated citizens.” (p. 22) (From Luther’s appeal to city governments to establish schools). 
Education belongs to our baptismal vocation. Our particular calling in education is two-fold: to educate people in the Christian faith for their vocation and to strive with others to ensure that all have access to high-quality education that develops personal gifts and abilities and serves the common good. (p. 1)
Then as now, effective schools are a blessing to society, preparing students for their future callings and responsibilities. In order that students will be prepared for their callings and responsibilities, the ELCA expects all schools—public, private, Lutheran, other religious, or home schools—to fulfill at least four purposes for students in age-appropriate ways. Schools should:
1. prepare students academically; 
2. encourage their personal flourishing, developing their knowledge and wisdom and instilling a delight in learning;
3. prepare students for productive work and financial responsibility; and
4. equip them to live and serve in a complex, diverse, and interdependent global society and to be responsible and civil citizens. (p. 22)

SONG		Earth and All Stars  (vv. 4-5)						ELW 731			
PRAYERS
Gracious and loving God,
We lift before you all who are returning to school. Some have already begun, and others are preparing to start. We pray for students of every age—from those entering pre-school to those beginning graduate school. May they be filled with curiosity, confidence, and a love of learning. (Invite participants to name students and schools by name) God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Bless teachers, professors, and school staff with patience, wisdom, and energy for the year ahead. Be with parents and caregivers as they support and encourage their children through new routines and challenges. (Invite participants to name teachers and parents by name)                                                                God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Grant safety in classrooms, on buses, and in every place of learning. We pray especially for all who have experienced the trauma of gun violence – especially we pray for all affected by the shooting at Annunciation Catholic School in Minneapolis (invite participants to name other cities and schools that are hurting). Grant us courage and wisdom to be peacemakers in our communities and to be advocates for policy changes, including better legislative management of handguns and assault weapons.              God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for new friendships – so many formed in classrooms, athletic fields, music and theater halls, and extra-curricular activities. Please bless children with a deep and gracious welcome as they enter their schools – and bless them as they form meaningful, kind, and supportive friendships in the coming year. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Invite participants to offer additional prayers 
Receive our prayers and answer us, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

SENDING
Through prayer the Spirit draws us more deeply into the beauty and the suffering of the world. Following a song and a final time of silence we are sent, with Christ, to enter more fully into God’s love for and work in the world. This is our prayer “without ceasing.” 

SONG
Go, My Children. With My Blessing					ELW 543

BLESSING (may wish to join hands)
Christ Jesus dwell in our hearts through faith, as we are being rooted and grounded in love, strengthened by the Spirit, and filled with all the fullness of God. Amen.
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ELCA Prayer Ventures.

August 28 Remember in prayer children, youth and adults whose lives have been touched
and inspired by outdoor ministry experiences this summer. Pray that they will bring
back to their home congregations their rekindled faith, enthusiasm, confidence and
commitment to love their neighbors.

29 Rejoice in the daily care, support and sustenance we receive from God and our
siblings in Christ. Pray that we, in turn, will freely share the same with our neighbors.

30 Each of us has a unique faith story to tell. Ask the Spirit to help us find our own
way of describing our faith journey — how God works through us and how Jesus
Christ defines our lives.

31 Ask the Spirit for the faith needed to be both confident and humble. Promise
to focus on neighbors in need and to resist personal desires for reward, status or
advantage.

September 1 Labor Day Praise the work people do to sustain their families and benefit
their communities and society. Pray that all will receive fair wages, work in safe
environments, receive encouragement, be renewed through times of sabbath, and
experience joy and fulfillment in their labor. Pray for those who seek employment
and for the care, support and well-being of people unable to work.

2 “Let mutual affection continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for
by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it” (Hebrews 13:1-2).
Pray that our fears, prejudices and ideologies will not prevent us from showing love,
respect and hospitality to one another — friends, family and strangers alike.

3 Suicide Prevention Month Pray for our neighbors and siblings in Christ who feel
lonely, depressed and hopeless, that they will find compassion, support and spiritual
renewal in times of darkness and suffering. Ask the Spirit to inspire and guide our
care, support and counsel for those who are contemplating suicide, and for those who
grieve the loss of someone to suicide.
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