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Pray Without Ceasing: Sample Liturgy 20 (Sept 11 – 17, 2025)
Please see Notes on Sample Liturgies in Worship Resources for important information
(An excellent resource for sample prayers is ELCA Prayer Ventures.)

Today’s service is based on the Gospel for Sunday, September 14 (Luke 15:1-10). Pray Without Ceasing began with a recognition that the significant changes in our world affect communities differently – and we pray especially for those most affected by the changes. Today’s intercessory prayer begins with a conversation about communities and individuals who are especially hurting. We continue to pray – calling on the good shepherd to seek and save all who are hurting – and to empower us to participate in such love for all. Global Refugee provides a helpful resource to “teach us to pray.” 

WELCOME 
OPENING PRAYER
L: Gracious God, by day and night we pour out our prayer to you. We are crying out for justice, yearning for what is right, longing for your peace. Come quickly to help us, O God; save those who call upon your name. Amen.
SONG			 Let Us Enter In	(stanza 1)		      		 All Creation Sings (ACS) 985
Lord, Listen to your Children Praying 	       Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) 752

READING			Luke 15:1-10 		                (Gospel Reading for Sunday, September 14)  

SONG 			Shepherd Me, O God (chorus, twice through) 		  		      ELW 780
PRAYERS
Invite people to name the communities who are especially hurting because of the significant changes in the past year. What is heavy on your hearts? You might begin by naming a few from the list below. 

Refugees and Immigrants		
Families affected by SNAP reductions
Job losses in USAID, Dept. of Education
Global relief programs downsized by USAID cuts
Those afraid of potential threats to equity
Farmers waiting for a Farm Bill
____________________________
____________________________

Invite people to choose one community to pray for. Give time for breathing deeply and forming their specific prayers. Ask pray-ers to conclude with their petition with “God in your mercy,” Hear our prayer. 
SONG			Shepherd Me, O God (chorus, twice through)		  		ELW 744


CLOSING PRAYER
Gracious God, keep us working and praying for the day when your justice will roll down like waters, and your righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. Replenish our strength and stir up our hope as we look for signs of your coming reign. And fill us with the peace that passes understanding—the deep peace of Jesus Christ our Savior, in whose holy name we pray.
Amen.
BLESSING (may wish to join hands)
The Lord bless us and keep us. The Lord’s face shine upon us and be gracious to us. The Lord look upon us with favor and give us peace.
Amen.
SONG 		“We are Marching in the Light”	 (also “praying,” “singing”)			ELW 866

Adapted from All Creation Sings, Service of Word and Prayer © 2020, Augsburg Fortress. From sundaysandseasons.com © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.



ELCA Prayer Ventures, September 11-17, 2025
11 Give thanks for deacons in congregations and faith-based organizations. Praise God for their gifts and service in a variety of ministries, including camps, nursing, music, education, administration, social service, and youth and family ministries.
12 Pray for the Spirit to strengthen our discipline so that we might better study and reflect on the Word of God and its significance in our daily lives.
13 Give thanks and pray for volunteers of all ages and abilities who serve in congregations, outdoor ministries, Lutheran social ministry organizations, ELCA Global Mission, Lutheran Disaster Response, Mission Builders and community social services.
14 Pray that we will consider thoughtfully the wide-ranging impact of proclaiming that “all are welcome” in our congregations and the church.
15 First Day of National Hispanic Heritage Month  Give thanks to God for the gifts, contributions, traditions and rich cultural diversity of our Latiné neighbors and siblings in Christ. Ask God to bless the ELCA’s 147 Latiné ministries, which share the gospel, serve their neighbors, promote inclusivity and support rostered and lay leaders. Pray for the Spirit to guide and further the work of the ELCA Latino Ministries Association.
16 Take time to pray for the people and situations that first came to mind when you awoke this morning.
17 Give thanks and praise to God, who shows us mercy and patience, knows our gifts and stirs within us meaning and purpose for our baptismal journey.
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