All Creation Sings
Service of Word and Prayer

Introduction: God’s word, proclaimed and reflected upon, and the prayer it calls forth from those gathered, are the heart of this service. The Holy Spirit, who knows our needs, prays with and through us, and when we have no words, for us. Silence makes room to breathe deeply, time to still the heart and quiet restless thoughts, and a place to listen and rest in the presence of God, “like a child upon its mother’s breast” (Psalm 131:2). Some moments of silence will last no longer than a deep breath; some will be more spacious. A handbell or singing bowl may be rung to mark them. 

GREETING
The love of God poured into our hearts, the saving grace of Jesus Christ, and the abundant life of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

OPENING PRAYER
Let us pray.
O God of steadfast love, you are near to those who call, to all who cry out to you for help. Hear our cries and save us, grant to us your grace and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
Amen.

SONG
[bookmark: _Hlk196396559]All Who Are Thirsty 				All Creation Sings (ACS) 981
O Lord, Hear My Prayer 			Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) 751
All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night 		ELW 565 
Every Time I Feel the Spirit 			ACS 942
Don’t Be Afraid 				ACS 1027

WORD

	Psalm 122
	Acts 5:12-16 or Acts 5:12-26

Come and See 					ACS 976
	Open My Heart 				ACS 1079
Breathe on Us, Breath of God 			ACS 941

PRAYERS

Introduction to Prayers: Trusting God’s word and promises, we pray in the power of the Spirit and in the name of Christ Jesus, making our “supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings” (1 Timothy 2:1) for the sake of all creation. In singing and silence, in stillness and sighing, when lifting our hands or lighting a candle, we pray.

SONG 
Lord, Listen to your Children Praying 				ELW 752
Spirit of the Living God* 					Thus Far By Faith (TFBF) 110
	      Spirit of the Living God, Fall Afresh on Me (repeat)
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me
Spirit of the Living God, Fall Afresh on Me (repeat)


INVITATION TO PRAYER
In Christ Jesus we meet the God who knows our weakness
and bears the wounds of the world. Therefore, let us be bold as we pray,
trusting that God draws near to those in any kind of need.

Rooted in God’s abundant love for the world, let us pray for our neighbors, the church, and all of creation, saying Merciful God, receive our prayer.
A brief silence.

Revive our congregations, synods, and the ECLA churchwide Raise up and strengthen diverse leaders (who we name now) who teach and serve your people. 
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Nourish parched lands and bring relief to flooded places. Protect wildlife habitats and endangered species, that the chorus of creation’s praise resounds with joy. 
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Grant wisdom to the leaders who govern, legislate, and deliberate on our behalf (invite community to offer names of leaders). Advance your reign of justice-seeking love through their work. 
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Look with compassion upon all who suffer and help us to see the face of Christ in all your beloved children. Give us generous hearts so that those living in poverty may have adequate food, clothing, and shelter. By your Spirit, rouse us from our complacency to seek the flourishing of all.
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
In your eternal presence the saints (recently deceased members of the congregation may be named) sing of your majesty. Join our voices with theirs in praise to the one who loves us and frees us from sin. 
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Into your wide embrace, O God, we place all our prayers, spoken and unspoken, trusting that you will receive them into your heart of mercy, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Savior.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

SENDING
Through prayer the Spirit draws us more deeply into the beauty and the suffering of the world. Following a song and a final time of silence we are sent, with Christ, to enter more fully into God’s love for and work in the world. This is our prayer “without ceasing.” 

SONG
Send Me, Jesus 				ELW 549
Guide My Feet 					ACS 987 
Here I Am, Lord (chorus only) 			ELW 574

BLESSING
Christ Jesus dwell in our hearts through faith, as we are being rooted and grounded in love, strengthened by the Spirit, and filled with all the fullness of God.
Amen.
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