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Pray Without Ceasing: Sample Liturgy Fifteen (August 7-13)
Based on All Creation Sings Service of Word and Prayer

Please see Notes on Sample Liturgies in Worship Resources for important information

OPENING PRAYER
O God of steadfast love, you are near to those who call, to all who cry out to you for help. Hear our cries and save us, grant to us your grace and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior, Amen.

SONG
O God, Our Help in Ages Past	 	Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) 632 

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Savior Christ, you came into the world as one of us, and suffered as we do. As we go through the trials of life, help us to realize that you are with us at all times and in all things; that we have no secrets from you; and that your loving grace enfolds us for eternity. In the security of your embrace we pray. Amen.

WORD  
Psalm 33:12-22								ELW 33
     12Happy is the nation whose God | is the Lord!
         Happy the people chosen to | be God’s heritage!
 13 The Lord looks | down from heaven,
  and sees all | humankind.
 14 God sits firmly en- | throned and watches
  all who dwell | on the earth.
 15 God fashions | all their hearts
  and observes | all their deeds. 
 16 A king is not saved by the size | of the army,
  nor are warriors rescued by | their great strength.
 17 The horse gives vain | hope for victory;
  despite its great strength it | cannot save.
 18 Truly, your eye is upon those who fear | you, O Lord,
  upon those who wait for your | steadfast love,
 19 to deliver their | lives from death,
  and to keep them alive in | time of famine. 
 20 Our innermost being waits for | you, O Lord,
  our helper | and our shield.
 21 Surely, our heart rejoic- | es in you,
  for in your holy name we | put our trust.
 22 Let your lovingkindness, O Lord, | be upon us,
  even as we place our | hope in you. 


Luke 12:32-24
[Jesus said:] 32 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also	
	
SONG 		Jesus Tender Shepherd, Hear Me				Public Domain


1 Jesus, tender Shepherd, hear me;
bless thy little lamb tonight, 
through the darkness please be near me; watch my sleep till morning light.

2 All this day Your hand has led me,
and I thank You for Your care;
You have clothed me, warmed and fed me, listen to my evening prayer.
3 Let my sins be all forgiven;
bless the friends I love so well;
take me, when I die, to heaven,
happy there with You to dwell.

Open Link below for melody
Source: The Irish Presbyterian Hymnbook #11


PRAYERS    (An excellent resource for daily prayer is ELCA Prayer Ventures.)
	
SHARING – WHAT MAKES YOUR HEART SING IN YOUR LIFE AND IN THE WORLD AROUND YOU? 
Devoting five minutes to this time, invite those gathered to share their thanksgivings.  
SINGING TOGETHER OUR PRAYER OF THANKS:     “Thank you, Lord” 		ACS 1092
	1. Thank you, Lord, thank you, Lord, thank you, Lord, I just want to thank you, Lord.
	2. Been so good, been so good, been so good, I just want to thank you, Lord.
	3. Been my friend, been my friend, been my friend, I just want to thank you, Lord.
	4. Love you, Lord, love you, Lord, love you, Lord, I just want to thank you, Lord.
Text: Traditional, Public Domain
SHARING – AS YOU THINK ABOUT YOUR LIFE AND THE WORLD AROUND YOU, WHAT IS HEAVY ON YOUR HEART TODAY?
Devoting ten minutes to this time, invite those gathered to share what is heavy on their hearts.  
PRAYING FOR THE CONCERNS OF OUR HEARTS.
L: Invite group members to lift up prayers for the specific concerns raised in the time of sharing. 
The Leader will draw the time to a close after sufficient time for prayers, saying:
Into your wide embrace, O God, we place all our prayers, spoken and unspoken, trusting that you will receive them into your heart of mercy, through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
 SONG			Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning			ACS 949
	
Keep your lamps trimmed and burning,
keep your lamps trimmed and burning,
keep your lamps trimmed and burning,
for this work's almost done.  
	Children, don't grow weary;
	children, don't grow weary;
	children, don't grow weary,
	for this work's almost done.

SENDING
Through prayer the Spirit draws us more deeply into the beauty and the suffering of the world. Following a the blessing, we are sent, with Christ, to enter more fully into God’s love for and work in the world. This is our prayer “without ceasing.” 

BLESSING
Christ Jesus dwell in our hearts through faith, as we are being rooted and grounded in love, strengthened by the Spirit, and filled with all the fullness of God.
Amen.


Adapted from All Creation Sings, Service of Word and Prayer © 2020, Augsburg Fortress. From sundaysandseasons.com © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.


ELCA Prayer Ventures Daily Petitions:
7 Praise God that our new life in Christ empowers us to renew ourselves in the image of the Creator and to oppose and cleanse ourselves of anger, hate, slander, abusive language, racism, dishonesty, self-centeredness and greed. 
8 Thank God for the ELCA’s special relationship with the Moravian Church in America, a full communion partner since 1999. Pray for the church, its members and its leaders, that together we will find strength and resources for the work of sharing the gospel and serving our neighbor. 
9 Pray for local, state and national leaders, that they will respect and respond to our neighbors on the fringes of society, including people who suffer poverty and hunger, who need shelter, who live with illnesses and conditions requiring constant care, and whose rights and protections have diminished. Pray for compassion, strength and persistent courage to advocate and care for our neighbors in need. 
10 Pray for the Spirit’s guidance and wisdom in understanding the parables Jesus shared over two thousand years ago, and for insight into the admonitions and wisdom they offer us today. 
11 Pray for our missionaries and Young Adults in Global Mission who accompany global partners in 10 European countries, serving in ministries that provide education, pastoral leadership, social services and care for vulnerable populations. 
12 International Youth Day Half the people on our planet are age 30 or younger. Pray for every nation to honor the gifts of young people, address the challenges they face and provide easy access to resources that contribute to their physical, spiritual, emotional, intellectual and economic well-being. 
13 Ask God to bless those who have chosen to use their gifts, faith and time in longterm volunteer service with Lutheran Volunteer Corps, Urban Servant Corps, Holden Village or other domestic ministries.
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