Pray Without Ceasing: Sample Liturgy Seven (June 12-18)
Based on All Creation Sings Service of Word and Prayer

Please see Notes on Sample Liturgies in Worship Resources for important information

Introduction: God’s word, proclaimed and reflected upon, and the prayer it calls forth from those gathered, are the heart of this service. The Holy Spirit, who knows our needs, prays with and through us, and when we have no words, for us. Silence makes room to breathe deeply, time to still the heart and quiet restless thoughts, and a place to listen and rest in the presence of God, “like a child upon its mother’s breast” (Psalm 131:2). Some moments of silence will last no longer than a deep breath; some will be more spacious. A handbell or singing bowl may be rung to mark them. 

OPENING PRAYER
O God of steadfast love, you are near to those who call, to all who cry out to you for help. Hear our cries and save us, grant to us your grace and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior, Amen.

SONG
My God, How Wonderful Thou Art 	Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) 863

PRAYER FOR TRINITY SUNDAY
Holy three, holy one, you spoke creation into being and called it good.
You raised us to new life through the cross and resurrection, 
You are with us always, even to the end of the age. We praise and thank you. 
Amen.

WORD  
	From Daily Lectionary Texts for Week June 12-18, Year C, ELW p. 11467 
Psalm 32								ELW 32
	Luke 5: 17-26
	 
Holy, Holy, Holy, Holy							ELW 762
Santo, santo, santo, santo
	
PRAYERS    (An excellent resource for daily prayer is ELCA Prayer Ventures.)
	
[bookmark: _Hlk199314359]Sung Refrain: The Spirit Intercedes for Us 					ELW 180
(Sung twice through at start, middle, and end of prayers)    	

Trusting in God’s abundant mercy, let us offer our prayers for a world in need.
A brief silence.
Holy three, holy one, you call the church to make disciples of all nations. Bless all those gathering this week for the assemblies of the Florida-Bahamas, Grand Canyon, South Carolina, Northern Illinois, Northwestern Pennsylvania, Southwestern Washington, Upper Susquehanna, Virginia, Western Iowa, and Sierra Pacific Synods, that the Spirit will strengthen, guide, and inspire them as they reflect on the mission of Christ, choose leaders, and encourage one another to share the gospel, and to love and serve our neighbor. God, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Holy three, holy one, you spoke creation into being and called it good. Protect lands and waters threatened by human misuse and sustain living creatures of every kind: wild animals, birds, fish, and every creeping thing. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.  	Sing: The Spirit Intercedes for Us 			ELW 180
Holy three, holy one, amid conflict and war, we pray for national leaders, diplomats and other representatives whose negotiations might bring ceasefires and lasting peace. By your Spirit, guide their deliberations and stir their humility, respect, compassion and mercy. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Holy Three, Holy One, we pray for all fathers - biological fathers, stepfathers, adoptive fathers, and foster fathers, that they will treasure the joys of fatherhood and find support and wise counsel for the challenges of parenting, passing along their faith, teaching compassion and respect, and encouraging their children. God in your mercy,
hear our prayer. 
Holy three, holy one, you promise to be with us always, to the end of the age. Surround those most in need of your healing presence (especially). In times of uncertainty and anxiety, grant us comfort and strength in your steadfast love, and from this strong foundation, empower us to confidently and courageously bear your peace, justice and reconciliation into the world. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Holy three, holy one, you set the earth on its axis, and we experience the seasons. Strengthen those enduring challenges this summer: those who suffer in the heat, parents overwhelmed by childcare responsibilities, and children experiencing food insecurity outside of school. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
Holy three, holy one, you give rest when our work is done. We give thanks for (name/s and) all the saints who now rest in you, confident in the promise of resurrection life in the age to come. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Receive our prayers and answer us, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ.
Amen. 		Sing: The Spirit Intercedes for Us 				ELW 180

SENDING
Through prayer the Spirit draws us more deeply into the beauty and the suffering of the world. Following a song and a final time of silence we are sent, with Christ, to enter more fully into God’s love for and work in the world. This is our prayer “without ceasing.” 

SONG
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty					ELW 413

BLESSING
Christ Jesus dwell in our hearts through faith, as we are being rooted and grounded in love, strengthened by the Spirit, and filled with all the fullness of God.
Amen.
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