Pray Without Ceasing: Sample Liturgy Five
Week of May 28-June 3, 2025

Notes on the service: The song instructions assume that participants do not have hymnals or printed bulletins. Thus, the leader might first read the text of verse one and then invite folks to join in singing that first verse (maybe twice). An amazing resource for daily prayer is available at: ELCA Prayer Ventures. 

OPENING PRAYER
Let us pray.
O God of steadfast love, you are near to those who call, to all who cry out to you for help. Hear our cries, our pleas for this beloved world, and grant us your wisdom, courage, and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior, Amen.

SONG
O God, Our Help in Ages Past  (verse one)			ELW 656

WORD     	(Daily Lectionary Texts for the Week of Easter 7, Year C, ELW p. 1146)  

Psalm 97: 6-12							ELW 97
My God, How Wonderful Thou Art (verse one)			ELW 656

Luke 8:18-24
		My Faith Looks Up to Thee (verse one)				ELW 759

PRAYERS   
[bookmark: _Hlk199314359]Sung Refrain: 
Lord, Listen To Your Children Praying  (At start, middle, and end of prayers)    ELW 752	

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need.
A brief silence.

God of Grace, send your church out into the world to spread your love and joy. In the week ahead,  eighteen ELCA synods will gather for their assemblies: Montana, North Carolina, Southeastern, Delaware-Maryland, Greater Milwaukee, Metropolitan Chicago, Nebraska, New England, Northeastern Pennsylvania, Northwestern Minnesota, Oregon, South Dakota, Southeastern Minnesota, Southeastern Pennsylvania, Southwest California, Western North Dakota synods, Upstate New York and West Virginia-Western Maryland synods. Be present by your Holy Spirit to strengthen, guide and inspire them as are renewed in the gospel, choose leaders, and encourage one another to proclaim the gospel and serve our neighbors in need. (Invite participants to name particular synods, thanksgivings, or concerns related to the assemblies). God of grace,
hear our prayer.
We pray for ELCA outdoor ministries across the country as they equip young adults to lead summer camp programs for people of all ages and abilities, encouraging spiritual growth, developing life skills and fostering relationships in Christ-centered communities. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Your creation groans under the strain of greed and misuse. Preserve melting glaciers and dwindling forests. Bolster those who work for climate justice and help us all to be courageous and faithful stewards of your creation. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Lord, Listen To Your Children Praying  

Guide all those who govern and inspire them to work on behalf of the most vulnerable in our midst. Be especially near to those affected by potential legislation concerning Medicaid and Medicare, and guide those in authority by your wisdom, love, and power. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Protect all your beloved children, O God. Comfort those in any affliction (especially). Support those who grieve and bring solace to those near death. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Your Spirit lives within us here. Inspire the work of this community and unite us as one. Keep us ever thankful for those who have gone before us in faith (especially). Inspire us by their witness. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord.
Amen.
Lord, Listen To Your Children Praying  

SENDING

Through prayer the Spirit draws us more deeply into the beauty and the suffering of the world. Following a song and blessing, we are sent, with Christ, to enter more fully into God’s love for and work in the world. This is our prayer “without ceasing.” 

SONG
Here I Am	(chorus only)					ELW 574

BLESSING (may wish to join hands)

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The God of resurrection power,
the Christ of unending joy,
and the Spirit of Easter hope
☩ bless you now and always.
Amen.
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