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Pray Without Ceasing: Sample Liturgy Sixteen (August 21-27)
Please see Notes on Sample Liturgies in Worship Resources for important information
(An excellent resource for daily prayer is ELCA Prayer Ventures.)
Today’s sample liturgy follows a specific theme. If this theme is not appropriate for your community at this time, please use another format of your choosing or use a prior liturgy 


Today’s liturgy is based on "For Such a Time as This: A Call to Prayer and Fasting" and an invitation from Metro D.C. Bishop Leila Ortiz. "I write to you," she begins, "compelled by the Spirit to call our Synod to a time of concentrated prayer and fasting."  In this liturgy, we use the intercessory prayers the Metro D.C. synod has provided for community use.

OPENING PRAYER
O God of steadfast love, you are near to those who call, to all who cry out to you for help. Hear our cries and save us, grant to us your grace and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior, Amen.

SONG
God of Grace and God of Glory		Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) 705

WORD     	
Psalm 71:1-6									ELW 71
(Psalm from Daily Lectionary for the Week of August 21-27, Year C, ELW p. 1152)  
	Luke 13:10-17

SONG	
O Lord, Hear My (or substitute “Our”) Prayer					ELW 751

TIME FOR THE PRAYERS	

TIME FOR SHARING OUR PERSONAL STORIES
Invite participants to share about their week: what has made their heart sing and hope, and what makes their heart heavy. 
After 8-10 minutes of sharing, invite the offering of extemporaneous prayer petitions. You may conclude using the intercessions provided by the Metro D.C. Synod of the ELCA. Perhaps, you could pass a copy of the liturgy around the circle, inviting each person to say one petition.
Prayers of Intercession from Metro D.C. Synod of the ELCA

For Those Made Vulnerable by Fear-Based Policies
Merciful God, we lift before you our neighbors who have been dehumanized by harsh rhetoric and threatened by policies rooted in fear. We pray especially for migrants facing detention and deportation, for those experiencing homelessness who are criminalized rather than cared for, and for those struggling with mental health and addiction who are labeled rather than loved. 

Break the strongholds of prejudice and fear that prevent us from seeing each person as made in your image. Give our leaders wisdom to craft policies that protect the vulnerable rather than punish them, and grant us courage to stand with those whom society pushes to the margins. 		Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

For Our Cities and Communities Under Stress
God of justice and peace, we pray for Washington, D.C. and all cities where inflammatory rhetoric threatens to escalate into violence. Where political leaders speak of “roving mobs” and “lawless wastelands,” help us to see neighbors, workers, friends, and family. Where military force is proposed as the solution to complex social problems, guide us toward collaborative approaches that address root causes. 

Protect those who serve in law enforcement and give them wisdom to distinguish between genuine public safety and political theater. Strengthen community leaders, social workers, and all who work for healing and reconciliation in our cities. 
Lord, in your mercy,  Hear our prayer.

For the Church in This Time of Testing
Almighty God, awaken your church to the spiritual battle before us. Help us remember the power claimed in our baptism—power to renounce the devil and all forces that defy your love. When evil operates without shame in our public life, make us bold in naming it. When systems of oppression seem overwhelming, remind us that your love is more systematic still. Unite us across denominational lines in prayer and fasting. Give us discernment to distinguish between political partisanship and prophetic witness. Make us instruments of your peace and agents of your justice. 	Lord, in your mercy,  Hear our prayer.

For Leaders and All in Authority
God of all nations, we pray for President Trump and all who hold positions of power in our government. Grant them wisdom to serve the common good rather than personal ambition. Help them see that true safety comes not through fear and force, but through justice, compassion, and addressing the root causes of social problems. 

Guide our local leaders, that they may work together across party lines for the flourishing of all residents. Give courage to those who speak truth to power, and soften the hearts of those who have grown hard toward the suffering of others. 
Lord, in your mercy,  Hear our prayer.

For This Moment of Urgent Need
God of Esther and Mordecai, you have placed us in this moment “for such a time as this.” As we fast and pray, break every chain that binds your people. Where principalities and powers seek to destroy what you have made holy, demonstrate your greater power through acts of love, mercy, and justice. Transform our lament into action, our anger into advocacy, and our fear into faith. Help us trust that even when evil seems to triumph, your kingdom is still coming and your will shall be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your promise that nothing can separate us from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

SENDING
Through prayer the Spirit draws us more deeply into the beauty and the suffering of the world. Following a song and a final time of silence we are sent, with Christ, to enter more fully into God’s love for and work in the world. This is our prayer “without ceasing.” 

SONG
Here I Am, Lord (chorus only) 						ELW 574

BLESSING
Christ Jesus dwell in our hearts through faith, as we are being rooted and grounded in love, strengthened by the Spirit, and filled with all the fullness of God.
Amen.
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