Pray Without Ceasing: Sample Liturgy Four
May 21-31, 2025
Based on All Creation Sings Service of Word and Prayer

Notes on the service: The song instructions assume that participants do not have hymnals or printed bulletins. Thus, the leader might first read the text of verse one and then invite folks to join in singing that first verse (maybe twice). Also, May 25th marks the 5th Anniversary of the murder of George Floyd; ELCA prayer suggestions are included at the end of this liturgy. Finally, an amazing resource for daily prayer is available at: ELCA Prayer Ventures. The specific Prayer Ventures petitions for May 21-31, 2025 are on page 3.

OPENING PRAYER
Let us pray.
O God of steadfast love, you are near to those who call, to all who cry out to you for help. Hear our cries, our pleas for this beloved world, and grant us your wisdom, courage, and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
Amen.

SONG
O God our help in Ages Past (verse one)				ELW 632  

WORD  (Daily Lectionary Texts for the Week of Easter 6, Year C, ELW p. 1146)  

Psalm 67								ELW 67
My God, How Wonderful Thou Art (verse one)			ELW 656
	
John 14:25-27
	Spirit of the Living God* 				Thus Far By Faith (TFBF) 110
	      Spirit of the Living God, Fall Afresh on Me (repeat)
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me
Spirit of the Living God, Fall Afresh on Me (repeat)

PRAYERS
Note about prayers: Invite participants to take a moment to reflect on both their thanksgivings and their concerns. Note that the prayers are divided into words of thanksgiving and petitions asking for God’s help. During times of silence, participants are invite to lift up their thanksgivings and concerns, aloud and silently.

SONG REFRAIN (Sung at beginning, middle, and close of prayers)
Lord, Listen To Your Children Praying 					ELW 752	

PRAYERS   From ELW Morning Prayer					          ELW p. 304
Let us pray.
A brief silence for prayer follows each petition.
Mighty God of mercy, we thank you for the resurrection dawn, bringing the glory of our risen Christ who makes every day new.
Especially we thank you—
for the sustaining goodness of your creation . . .
for the new creation in Christ and all gifts of healing and forgiveness . . .
for the gifts of relationship with others . . .
for the communion of faith in your church . . .
Other thanksgivings may be added.
REFRAIN
Merciful God of might, renew this weary world, heal the hurts of all your children, and bring about your peace for all in Christ Jesus, the living Lord.
Especially we pray—
for those who govern nations of the world . . .
for the people in countries ravaged by strife or warfare . . .
for all who work for peace and international harmony . . .
for all who strive to save the earth from carelessness and destruction . . .
for the church of Jesus Christ in every land . . .
Other intercessions may be added.

Into your wide embrace, O God, we place all our prayers, spoken and unspoken, trusting that you will receive them into your heart of mercy, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Savior. Amen.
REFRAIN
SENDING
Through prayer the Spirit draws us more deeply into the beauty and the suffering of the world. Following a song and a final time of silence we are sent, with Christ, to enter more fully into God’s love for and work in the world. This is our prayer “without ceasing.” 

SONG
Here I Am	(chorus only)					ELW 574

BLESSING (may wish to join hands)
Christ Jesus dwell in our hearts through faith, as we are being rooted and grounded in love, strengthened by the Spirit, and filled with all the fullness of God. Amen.

Adapted from All Creation Sings, Service of Word and Prayer © 2020, Augsburg Fortress. From sundaysandseasons.com © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
*Spirit of the Living God: copyright available through ONE LICENSE or LCCLI Number: 23488

Prayers for the church as it marks the 5th anniversary of the murder of George Floyd (May 25, 2025):
Collect: God of justice, the breath choked from George Floyd still haunts our streets and sanctuaries. We remember his name, his cry for mercy, and the uprising of sorrow and truth his death unleashed across the world. We confess the sin of racism—not only in systems and structures, but in the habits of our hearts and the silence of your church. Trouble our hearts until they break open with compassion. Strengthen us to labor for what still remains undone. Breathe your Spirit into your people, until all can breathe free, through Jesus Christ, our crucified and risen Lord. Amen.

Petition for the Prayers of Intercession: God of justice, the breath choked from George Floyd still haunts our streets and sanctuaries. We remember his name and his cry for mercy. Trouble our hearts until they break open with compassion. Strengthen us to labor for what still remains undone. Breathe your Spirit into your people, until all can breathe free. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.


ELCA Prayer Ventures
Wednesday, May 21 – Saturday, May 31

21 Pray for the Spirit to stir our wisdom, skills, creativity and commitment so that we might work together to address the vexing problems of our society, including hunger, poverty, racism, gun violence, mental illness, inaccessible health care and inadequate care for older adults.

22 Pray for the leaders, voting members and others gathering for the assembly of the Rocky Mountain Synod, that the Spirit will strengthen, guide and inspire them as they reflect on the mission of the church, choose leaders and encourage one another to proclaim the gospel and serve our neighbors in need.

23 Give thanks for the ELCA’s Lay Schools for Ministry program, which creates opportunities for lifelong learning that equip us for our baptismal vocations in this church and in the world.

24 Remember in prayer people who work in seasonal jobs, that communities of faith will welcome and support them and that employers will meet their needs for housing, food, fair wages and recognition. Pray that we might express our gratitude to and affirm those who work behind the scenes.

25 Give thanks and praise to God for the gift of the Holy Spirit, who is always with us to teach us how to serve as compassionate and courageous disciples of Christ throughout our lives. 

26 Memorial Day Remember, honor and give thanks for those in the armed forces who have given their lives for the sake of peace, justice and freedom. Remember the families and loved ones who supported their service, grieve their loss and carry forward their memory and legacy. 

27 “May God be gracious to us and bless us; may the light of God’s face shine upon us” (Psalm 67:1). Pray that all people and nations will know and give thanks for God’s boundless love, forgiveness and power to make all things new through Jesus Christ, even when we can’t envision the possibility.

28 Ask the Spirit to help us respond to the call to participate in God’s work in the world, no matter where it might lead, who we might encounter or what God might ask of us.

29 Pray for the leaders, voting members and others gathering for the assemblies of the Montana, North Carolina and Southeastern synods, that the Spirit will strengthen, guide and inspire them as they reflect on the mission of the church, choose leaders and encourage one another to proclaim the gospel and serve our neighbors in need.

30 Pray for the leaders, voting members and others gathering for the assemblies of the Delaware-Maryland, Greater Milwaukee, Metropolitan Chicago, Nebraska, New England, Northeastern Pennsylvania, Northwestern Minnesota, Oregon, South Dakota, Southeastern Minnesota, Southeastern Pennsylvania, Southwest California and Western North Dakota synods, that the Spirit will strengthen, guide and inspire them as they reflect on the mission of the church, choose leaders and encourage one another to proclaim the gospel and serve our neighbors in need.

31 Pray for the leaders, voting members and others gathering for the assemblies of the Upstate New York and West Virginia-Western Maryland synods, that the Spirit will strengthen, guide and inspire them as they reflect on the mission of the church, choose leaders and encourage one another to proclaim the gospel and serve our neighbors in need.
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