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Pray Without Ceasing: Sample Liturgy 22 (Sept 25 – Oct 1, 2025)
Please see Notes on Sample Liturgies in Worship Resources for important information
(An excellent resource for sample prayers is ELCA Prayer Ventures.)
Today’s Prayer Service centers around “Seven Prayers With Seven Scriptures,” written by Rev. Mindi Welton-Mitchell, American Baptist Church, provided by the Wisconsin Council of Churches.

WELCOME
GREETING 
By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break upon us, 
to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, and
to guide our feet into the way of peace. (Luke 1:78)

SONG		Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying		Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW 752)

SHARING
Devoting five minutes to this time, invite those gathered to share their thanksgivings. 
 
SONG 		     Thank you, Lord 					ACS (All Creation Sings) 1092

	1. Thank you, Lord, thank you, Lord, thank you, Lord, I just want to thank you, Lord.
	2. Been so good, been so good, been so good, I just want to thank you, Lord.
	3. Been my friend, been my friend, been my friend, I just want to thank you, Lord.
	4. Love you, Lord, love you, Lord, love you, Lord, I just want to thank you, Lord.
Text: Traditional, Public Domain

SHARING  
The seven prayers and scriptures below speak to feelings of hopelessness, division in relationships, anger, despair, anxiety, and fear. Invite those gathered to share (as they are comfortable) their experiences of such feelings and concerns. Devote ten minutes to this conversation. Continue with the Song, Prayers and Scripture Readings (you may wish to print a copy of this liturgy and pass it around so different people can say the prayers). Leave time to invite participants to offer the prayers of their hearts.
SONG		Healer of our Every Ill	(refrain only)					ELW 612

Let us pray: When the news is disturbing; When hopelessness troubles us:
Gentle God, may we know Your presence is with us. 
"Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid." John 14:27 
When social media posts or politics threaten friendships; When politics and systems of the world threaten to divide us: Prince of Peace, reign in us. 
"And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful." Colossians 3:15 
When we see our neighborhoods covered with competing yard signs: Creator God, remind us You created every one of us, all our neighbors, in your image. 
"If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.” Romans 12:18 
When our anger leads us to roads of rage: Spirit of Wisdom, guide us to take hopeful action. 
Depart from evil, and do good; seek peace, and pursue it. Psalm 34:14 
When we feel defeated, or don't want to engage with others; When our despair causes us to withdraw: O Lord, remind us that we belong together. 
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. Matthew 5:9 
When our mental health is affected; When our anxiety keeps us up at night: God Who Watches Over Us, grant us restful sleep. 
I will both lie down and sleep in peace; for you alone, O Lord, make me lie down in safety. Psalm 4:8 
When fear of what might happen overwhelms us; When hope seems but a glimmer: 
Eternal One, remind us that seeds take time to be planted. 
And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for those who make peace. James 3:18
(Invite participants to offer prayers of their hearts)
SONG		Healer of our Every Ill	(refrain only)					ELW 612

A PRAYER OF POPE FRANCIS
Enlighten those who possess power and money that they may avoid the sin of indifference, that they may love the common good, advance the weak, and care for this world in which we live. The poor and the earth are crying out. O Lord, seize us with your power and light, help us to protect all life, to prepare for a better future, for the coming of your kingdom of justice, peace, love, and beauty. Amen.
BLESSING
Christ Jesus dwell in our hearts through faith, as we are being rooted and grounded in love, strengthened by the Spirit, and filled with all the fullness of God. Amen.
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