Pray Without Ceasing: Sample Liturgy Nine (June 26-July 2)

Did you know there are 121 camps and retreat ministries affiliated with the ELCA? This week - and throughout the summer - they welcome countless youth, adults, families to camp - where they grow in faith and live in intentional Christian community.

As we enter July - and summer camping programs are in full swing - the Pray-Without-Ceasing team suggests using the "Pathfinders Prayer Liturgy" this week, 
a service developed by Flathead Lutheran Bible Camp in Montana. 
Adapted for our contexts, it is a wonderful service of prayer. 
See their Facebook page for a video of the service.
We hope you will find this a meaningful way to connect with (and pray for!)
the vital outdoor ministries of our church. 
(However, if you still wonder if it will fit your setting, consider using 
one of the earliest sample liturgies).


Gather in a circle. Place a cross and a candle at the center. Then place the following items around the center: a mirror, a globe or map, a branch or flower, a can(s) of food, picture(s) of people, several adhesive bandages, making six small stations around the circle. 

You may also wish to: Place a candle securely in a pie tin or box filled with sand near each object in the circle. (you will need six candles).

~    ~    ~    ~    ~    ~    ~    ~    ~    ~    ~    ~    ~    ~    ~    ~    ~    ~    ~    ~    ~    ~    ~    ~    ~    
Leader: Welcome to this time of prayer as we gather together around the cross. You will notice a circle with different objects to guide our prayers. Let's spend a few moments in silence before our opening song.

Opening Song 	Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying		ELW 752

Reader: (holds a mirror) Look into this mirror and pray for yourself. Pray that you will share Christ's love with others. Thank God for creating you in God’s image – a beautiful, blessed and loved child of God.

Reader: (holds a globe) Pray for our world. Praise God for its many countries and people of all languages and cultures. Pray for peace in our world and for the leaders who govern it. 

Reader: (holds a branch or flower) Pray for God's creation. Ask God to help us take good care of all that God has made. Praise God for the beauty of trees, water, and sky and for all living things.

Reader: (holds canned food) Pray for all those who don't have enough to eat or a place to live. There is enough food for all; we just need to learn to share it well. Ask God to use you to help those who are hungry or in need.

Reader: (holds pictures of people) Pray for your family, friends, and those who love you.
Thank God for the blessing they are to you

Reader: (holds several adhesive bandages) Pray for those who are sick or hurt. Pray that they will be supported, and that we can be like Jesus to them, caring for those who are ill.

Leader: Jesus is the light of the world – faithfully shining in our hearts and in the farthest corners of God’s world.  

Leader: After each of the following statements, please say, "The light of Christ is with you" after you hear "As promised."

Beloved children, created in God's image with many gifts. As promised, 
The light of Christ is with you.
People of the world, of many languages and colors, learn from one another. As promised,
The light of Christ is with you.
Every living thing who longs for clean air, clean water, and a place to live. As promised, 
The light of Christ is with you.
Those who are hungry and homeless, who live in worry and need. As promised,
The light of Christ is with you.
For those we love, our family and friends, in good times and in struggles, as promised, 
The light of Christ is with you.
Those who are ill, suffering and who are carrying heavy burdens. As promised, 
The light of Christ is with you.

Leader: (optional) Now you are invited to go to one or several of the stations and pray. 
You may also stay where you are to pray. After a brief period, the service continues. 

Leader: Jesus promises to hear our prayers. Let us pray the prayer Jesus taught us. 
(Pray the Lord's Prayer)  

Closing Song		“ Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”		ELW 752

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

All: Thanks be to God!




Prayer Ventures Daily Petitions:

June 26 Give thanks that God teaches us love, mercy and radical hospitality through the example of Jesus, the wisdom of Scripture and the encouragement of our siblings in Christ.

27 Pray for synods, newly elected bishops and leaders, and mission endeavors initiated during assemblies, that they will be effective and fruitful in spreading the gospel and doing God’s work in the world.

28 Pray that, where religions conflict, the Spirit will help us bridge divides through dialogue, collaboration and mutual respect as we care for neighbors in need and advance justice in our communities.

29 “Peter felt hurt because [Jesus had asked him], ‘Do you love me?’ … [Peter] said to [Jesus], ‘Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my sheep’” (John 21:17). Ask God to forgive us when we stray from the work Jesus left us, the work of loving and serving our neighbors and our siblings in Christ. Pray that Christ’s selfless, sacrificial, far-reaching love will inspire us to embrace God’s work in the world. 

30 Ask the Spirit to open us to new insights and wisdom when we read Scripture — the ageless word of God that guides, inspires and informs our daily life.

July 1 Remember in prayer congregations, synods and outdoor ministries that have
applied for an ELCA Disability Ministry grant. These grants support projects and
programs that identify and prepare people with disabilities for leadership positions
and equip members of congregations to welcome them to full participation in the life
of the church.

2 Nothing is impossible for God. Our sins, fears, demons and eccentricities are
no match for God’s power to forgive, heal and renew us. Give thanks to God for
surrounding us with siblings in Christ who extend to us their mercy and love.
