Pray Without Ceasing: Sample Liturgy Three
Based on All Creation Sings Service of Word and Prayer

The liturgical pieces highlighted in yellow are the same as those in sample liturgies #1 and #2
Also, see Notes on Sample Liturgies in Worship Resources for important information

Introduction: God’s word, proclaimed and reflected upon, and the prayer it calls forth from those gathered, are the heart of this service. The Holy Spirit, who knows our needs, prays with and through us, and when we have no words, for us. Silence makes room to breathe deeply, time to still the heart and quiet restless thoughts, and a place to listen and rest in the presence of God, “like a child upon its mother’s breast” (Psalm 131:2). Some moments of silence will last no longer than a deep breath; some will be more spacious. A handbell or singing bowl may be rung to mark them. 

GREETING
The love of God poured into our hearts, the saving grace of Jesus Christ, and the abundant life of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

OPENING PRAYER
Let us pray.
O God of steadfast love, you are near to those who call, to all who cry out to you for help. Hear our cries and save us, grant to us your grace and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
Amen.

SONG
See Suggestions from Sample Liturgies #1 and #2
Also, please email song suggestions for future liturgies to asvennungsen@gmail.com

WORD  

	From Daily Lectionary Texts for Week of Easter 5, Year C, ELW p. 1146.  
Psalm 133
	Luke 10:25-28

SONG 
	 
Ubi Caritas Et Amor				ELW 642
Blest Be the Tie that Binds			ELW 656

PRAYERS

Introduction to Prayers: Trusting God’s word and promises, we pray in the power of the Spirit and in the name of Christ Jesus, making our “supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings” (1 Timothy 2:1) for the sake of all creation. In singing and silence, in stillness and sighing, when lifting our hands or lighting a candle, we pray.

SONG 
See Suggestions from Sample Liturgies #1 and #2


PRAYERS   From ELW Morning Prayer

Let us pray.
A brief silence for prayer follows each petition.
Mighty God of mercy, we thank you for the resurrection dawn, bringing the glory of our risen Christ who makes every day new.
Especially we thank you—
for the sustaining goodness of your creation . . .
for the new creation in Christ and all gifts of healing and forgiveness . . .
for the gifts of relationship with others . . .
for the communion of faith in your church . . .
Other thanksgivings may be added.

Merciful God of might, renew this weary world, heal the hurts of all your children, and bring about your peace for all in Christ Jesus, the living Lord.
Especially we pray—
for those who govern nations of the world . . .
for the people in countries ravaged by strife or warfare . . .
for all who work for peace and international harmony . . .
for all who strive to save the earth from carelessness and destruction . . .
for the church of Jesus Christ in every land . . .
Other intercessions may be added.

O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

SENDING

Through prayer the Spirit draws us more deeply into the beauty and the suffering of the world. Following a song and a final time of silence we are sent, with Christ, to enter more fully into God’s love for and work in the world. This is our prayer “without ceasing.” 

SONG
I’m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me			ELW 860
I Love to Tell the Story				ELW 661

BLESSING
Christ Jesus dwell in our hearts through faith, as we are being rooted and grounded in love, strengthened by the Spirit, and filled with all the fullness of God.
Amen.
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